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Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-46 p.m.

Monday, 21st August, 1893.

Dangerous condition of disused Brickfield in Howick
street-Travelling of Sheep from Champion Bay to
the Murchison District-Enforcing provisions of
the Scab Acts-Municipal Institutions Bill : first
reading Throwing open to selection of Poison and
Scrub Land-Bunbnry Railway Station: Return
showing cost, &c.-Scab Act, 1891: Proposed
Further Amendments-Destructive Birds and Ani-
mals Bill: third reading-Public Depositors Relief
Bill: third reading-Victoria Public Library: Peti-
tion re Lending out Books-Legal Practitioners Bill:
in committee -Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at

7-30 P.M.

PRAYERS.

DANGEROUS CONDITION OF DISUSED
BRICKFIELD.

MR. CANNING: I should like to ask,
without notice, whether the Government
are aware that the land recently -used as
a brickfield, at the lower end of Howick
street, is in a dangerous condition, and
that it is desirable it should be fenced
in '

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I am not aware of the fact stated.

MR. CANNING: No doubt the Gov-
ernment will make inquiry.

TRAVELLING SHEEP FROM CHAMPION
BAY.

MR. CANNING, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier,- i. Whether
he was aware that the Chiof Inspector of
Stock had given permission to certaini
persons to drive sheep from the Champion

Bay District to a station known as Yarra
Yarra, in the Murchison District ? 2.
By whose authority the Chief Inspector
gave such permission? 3. Whether the
Government would forthwith give per-
emptory instructions to the Chief In-
spector to cancel such permission, and
prevent the passage of the sheep through
the M~urchison District or any part of it ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I learn that the Chief Inspector of Sheep
has not given permission to any persons
to drive sheep from the Champion Bay
District to Yarra Yarr, and he has been
instructed to strictly enforce the provi-
sions of the 56 Vic., No. 13, which Act
absolutely forbids the introduction of
any sheep from an infected district into
any district north of the Central Scal)
District.

ENFORCING PROVISIONS OF SCAB
ACTS.

MR. CANNING: I have a motion on
the Notice Paper, " That in the opinion of
this House the provisions of the Scab Act,
1891, and of the Scab Act Amendment
Act, 1893, more especially those contained
in Section 8 of the p~rincipal Act, and
Sections 2 and 3 of the Amendment Act,
should be strictly enforced." It is hardly
necessary, after the assurance of the
Premier, in reply to the question just
put, that I should enlarge upon the
motion; but, as it is on the Notice Paper,
I will say a few words with regard to
it. The Amendment Act passed last
session was a, most useful and admir-
ably conceived measure, and it was after
very considerable discussion in this
House, after the most matured con-
sideration, that the provisions contained
in Section 2, namely, that no sheep
shall be driven North of an infected
district, were agreed to. Therefore I was
very much surprised to learn-and I
may mention that I did not bring the
attention of the House to bear upon the
matter without good reason-I was very
much surprised to learn-as I was in-
formed that permission had been given
to drive certain sheep from the Champion
Bay District to a station on the Murchi-
son; and it was in View of that informa-
tion that I gave notice of this motion,
that the pro-visions of the section referred
to should be strictly enforced. But, as I
infer from the answer of the Premier to
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my question-that the Government is
fully alive to the necessity of enforcing
the provisions of the Act -it is unneces-
sary that I should press my motion.
With regard to Section 3 of the same
Act, the provision that no sheep shall be
driven out of an infected district into a
clean district without being marked, is a
very excellent one, and I only hope it will
be strictly enforced. I think it will be
unnecessary for me to press the motion
on the Notice Paper further, and therefore
I do not intefld to proceed with it.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
Introduced by MR. BURT, and read a

first time.

THROWING OPEN TO SELECTION OF
POISON AND SCRUB LANDS.

Mu. CLARKSON: I rise to move the
following motion standing in my name:
"That it is desirable, in the interest of
land settlement, that all poison or scrub
land surrounded by occupation, whiether
within agricultural areas or not, should
be thrown open to selection under Clause
78 of the Land Regulations." I wish to
point out to members that this land is
beyond the scope of the Homesteads Bill
altogether, being neither first, second, nor
third-class land. When I brought the
subject forward, I had in my eye a block
of land in the Toodyay District, one of
the first S.0.L. areas ever set apart in the
colony, which is surrounded with settle-
ment. The block lies to the Westward,
and all the land north, south, and east
of it is occupied by farms. There it
Stands, precisely in the same state it was
in sixty years ago, when the colony was
first settled. I believe it contains an
area of 10,000 or 12,000 acres, and not one
single acre of it has ever been alienated.
A great part of it is covered with poison,
and the very fact of its being there, in
the midst of settlement, is a standing
menace to the surrounding settlers. I
really do not see why some efforts should
not be made to improve and settle lands
so situated. So far as this particular
block is concerned, it has recently been
selected by the Midland Railway Com-
pany. What they are going to do with
it I cannot say, but I suppose it is now
out of the hands of the Commissioner of
Crown Lands. This is only one instance.

I am given to understand, on very good
authority, that, in almost all the agricul-
tural areas lately set apart and surveyed
in the Southern portions of the colony,
there are very large blocks of this same kind
of land-land that will never be settled as
agricultural land-and I do not see why
soine efforts should not be made to utilise
it otherwise. My idea is that land so situ-
ated should be thrown open for selection, in
blocks varying in size up to 1,000 acres, or
perhaps more, and that the settlers sur-
rounding it might be allowed to take it
up, provided they fenced it and endeav-
oured to eradicate the poison. It would
not be worth any man's while to take up
a large block, or to go and reside upon it,
under the agricultural clauses of the
Homesteads Bill or the existing Land
Regulations. But to those who occupied
blocks surrounding it, it might be made
of some use. Many of them might not
be able to get better land close to their
present homes, and they might be glad to
take up some of this. I think it would
be in the interest of settlement if this
land were given to such men, provided
they fenced their blocks and eradicated
the poison. At present, these blocks of
poison land are simply traps to catch
stray stock, and to poison themn. In the
case of the block I referred to, thousands
of sheep and cattle have been poisoned on
it during the last few years. It is open
all round it, and if any cows or sheep get
out of their paddock, they stray into the
unoccupied country, covered with poison,
and very few of them ever get back again
alive. I have been told, as I have said
before, that there are very large areas of
the same description of country com-
prisdd wvithin the agricultural areas in
the Southern portions of the colony, and
I maintain it would be in the interests of
the colony that something should be done
to utilise these poisonous areas, and pre-
vent them from becoming traps for the
stray stock of the neighbouring settlers.
I think the time has arrived for taking
some action in this direction, and I hope
members will agree with me.

MR. A. FORREST: I have very much
pleasure in seconding this motion of the
hon. m ember for Toodyny, for this reason,
that East of the Avon Valley a large quan-
tity of poison land exists amidst the best
land in the colony. This poison country is
now in the same state as it was in when
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the colony was first founded, and it is a
standing menace to all the settlers in the
vicinity. If cattle, or sheep, or anything
in the shape of live stock happen to get
out of a settler's paddock, they are sure to
be found dead. I think if the Commis-
sioner of Grown Lands could arrange some
plan whereby people who livred round and
about these poison areas might be allowed
to take up small blocks adjoining their own
occupied land, it would be a step in the
right direction. This particularly applies
to the land between Toodyay anid Beverley,
to the Eastward, because nearly all the
land in that direction. if you. get off the
range of 'the Avon Valley, is poison land,
and it is too expensive to be taken -up
under the present Laud Regulations.
The reason why applicants for poison
land are refused is, I believe, because the
Commissioner of Crown Lands is of
opinion that this land is so valuable that
he will not grant a man a poison lease
almost upon any consideration whatever.
I will give an instance to the House of
the trouble a man has to get a poison
lease from the present Commissioner.
Some time ago a poison lease was granted
on the York Road. The land was a hot-
bed of poison, and, after a tremendous
lot of trouble in surveying and inspection,
a lease was granted, but afterwards
abandoned. It was further applied fur
by another applicant, and it went before
the present Government, but they said it
was too close to York, and they would not
grant it. Anyhow, -I think it would be a
very good thing indeed, if some plan
could be devised for utilising this kind
Of land, adjacent to agricultural areas,
many of which areas have patches of it.
The Poison Land Act is one of the best
introduced into the colony, but the present
Commissioner is making no use of it.
He thinks the land is too valuable; but I
say it is mnost expensive land to take up,
and, by letting the settlers have it on the
conditions proposed in this resolution,
we should be doing a lot of benefit to the
country.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hfon. W. E. Marmion): Just a
few words in reply to the lion, member's
attack upon myself, which has come as a
thunder-clap over my head. It is per-
fectly true-I do not hesitate to say so-
that ,I am very careful indeed in issuing
poison leases, and I have a very good

reason for being so, and if the hon.
member occupied the responsible position
I do, he also would be careful. I give him
that much credit. Under the poison
land clauses, as now drawn up, it is
very difficult indeed to define what is
poison land and what is not. Large
blocks, possibly 10,000 or 12 ,OCO, or
14,000 or 15,000 acres are applied for,
and, with only a casual inspection, it is a
very difficult thing for anyone in my
position, with the information before me,
to be able to judge whether it is judicious
to allow these large areas to be taken up
under these too liberal Regulations. I
call them too liberal, because they are
like some other regulations we have. A
man could take up a poison lease under
the old Regulations, and keep the land for
twenty years, and do nothing to it.

MR. A. FORREST: Not now.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mariuion): What
has he got to do now ? Fence it within
three years; and, after that, he need not
put a hoe in it during the balance of his
lease. I say that is a mistake, and a blot
upon the Regulations. If a, man is sup-
posed to take up this land in order to
utilise it, he ought to be compelled to do
something with it before seventeen years.
It is perfectly true that years ago, when
the population of the country was very
meagre, this land was of very little value;
but the time is coming when even this
class of land will become of value, when
the population of the colony becomes
larger. The hon. member laughs. He
may laugh. He has taken up a lot of
this much despised land for himself and
his London friends, because they know
very well it will become valuable in the
future. The hon. member says I refuse
to grant any poison leases. That is al-
together wrong. A large number have
been issued. When there was no good
reason to the contrary they have been
issued, -not because I have any particu-
lar wish to issue them, I can tell him
that-but because the Regulations almost
compel me to issue them. I should like
to see an alteration made in these poison
land regulations. I should like the maxi-
mum area to be reduced to 1,000 acres,
for one thing-[Mu. MONGER: Absurd!]
-one of my principal reasons being that
it would enable a proper survey to be
made of these blocks of land, before the
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leases were granted, so that we might be
able to judge whether it properly camne
within the definition of poison land or
not. The present regulation is not suffi-
ciently- clear and explicit as to what is
poison land. Many of those who are now
called upon to inspect the large blocks of
country applied for send in a certificate
that the land is not fit to carry stock, by
reason of the poison upon it, whereas
in reality there may be only a small
quantity out of that large area that
would not be fit for stock to be turned
upon it.

MR. A. FORREST: That's the fault of
the inspectors.

Thni COMMISSIONER oF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion):
Another alteration required is, that in
addition to the condition as to fencing
within three years, half of the poison
should be cleared, or a certain area at all
events cleared. If these alterations were
made, possibly a great deal more good
might be done by issuing these poison
leases than is done at the present time.
I am quite at one with those who are
anxious to improve this class of land,
which has hitherto been productive of so
much mischief and very little benefit, and
I think, myself, it is quite possible that
either now, when we are amending our
Land Regulations, or at another session,
an attempt mnay be made to make these
alterations. But I do not think it would
be correct to apply the principle referred
to by the hon. member for Toodyay to
land within agricultural areas. What-
ever members may say about these agri-
cultural areas-and they may not be all
we would like them to be-still the fact
remains that they embrace the best land
in the localities where they are located;
and, although there may be poison here
and there-and you will see it dotted
over the plans-it is probably only a very
small portion; and, after going to the
expense of surveying and laying out these
agricultural areas, I do not think we
should give the land away. The good
land around this poison land will be
taken up; and the time will come, and
that before very long, when those -who
have taken up this good land will take
up these other areas, and go to a little
expense themselves to eradicate. the poison.
I do not think we should all at once
develop this intense desire to give all our

country away. I believe the time is not
distant when we shall derive a consider-
able revenue and benefit from it.

MR. MONGER: I can only think that
the Commissioner of Crown Lands' lame
explanation is due to his very slight
knowledge of the question upon which
he has been speaking. I feel certain that
if he ever had any experience of poison
land he would have spoken very, differ-
ently from what he did. The hon.
gentleman forgot to inform us that in
addition to having to fence in the land
taken up under a poison lease within
three years, the lessee has also to pay the
whole of the cost of survey and the whole
of the cost of inspection. The inspectors
are appointed by the Government, or the
Commissioner of Crown Lands himself,
and if they send him untrue or un-
reliable reports, it is his place to find
out, before he passes these poison leases.
Unfortunately, I have had some experi-
ence in connection with these poison
lands, and I can only hope that those
who may desire to take up blocks under
these conditions, in the future, will receive
better consideration from the Government
than those with which I have been per-
sonally connected received. The Corn-
mi~sioner of Crown Lands says we are
not dealing with the present alone, but
must have an eye to the future. No
doubt we must; and, if we can get people
to settle on these poison lands, fence them
in, and make these barren spots of coun-
try fit to carry stock, we shall be doing
something very much in the interests of
the colony, and more particularly the
Southern portion of the colony. I think
the motion that has been brought for-
ward by the hon. member for Toody-ay is
one that deserves the -consideration of all
members who have the interests of the
agricultural portions of this colony at
heart. We have had a number of agri-
cultural areas laid out, and within those
areas we have some of the worst country
that Western Australia possesses. I am
rather sorry to hear from the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands that these areas
embrace the best of the land in those
particular localities. If such is the ease,
all I can say is-and I say it with some
knowledge of what I am talking about-
we must have a tremendous lot of bad

iland in the locality, of some of these agri-
cultural areas.
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THE COMMISSIONER oF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion):- How many of
them have you ever seen?

MR. MONGER: Very nearly the lot
of them. I have seen the Meckering area
at all events, and, if that is a specimen of
the rest, all I can say is the sooner the
Government cease to lay out lands of
such little i-se for agriculture, the better
it will be for the colony, and the greater
will be the saving of unnecessary expense
to the department of which the hon.
gentleman is at the head. I do not think
it is necessary for me to express my views
any further about these poison lands,
beyond that I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion before the House.

MR. CANNING: I take the op-
portunity of saying a word or two with
reference to a tendency that I have
noticed from time to time in this col-
ony, and that is this: after having
passed liberal Regulations, intending to
attract settlement and to induce people
to come here from other places to
occupy our lands, immediately there
is a disposition on the part of people to
avail themselves of these Regulations
there seems to be a tendency to show
them that we feel we have given them
too much, and they are encountered with
a feeling of distrust and a spirit of op-
position. I think that has worked a
great deal of mischief to the colony.
Land Regulations are from time to time
promulgated, which have had the effect
of drawing attention to the colony -
not within the last few months, but with-
in the last few years -and, when people
have shown a disposition to avail them-
selves of them, they have been greatly
discouraged by finding difficulties in the
way of their doing so, that did not ap-
year on the passing of the Regulations.
I really think it would be more to the
advantage of the colony if we were to
liberalise the present Regulations, rather
than to seek to restrict their operation.
We have so much land in the colony, so
much that in the natural course of things
cannot be turned to profitable account
for many years to come, that we ought
to give every opportunity for people who
are prepared to spend their money in
the development of our lands to do so.

MR. TRAYL EN: I do not know what
in the least some of the speeches we have
been treatedi to have to do with the mo-

tion before the Rouse. I have not been
able to find the Regulations referred to,
and do not quite understand; but I
have been quite charmed with the speech
of the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
It shows that he is not a mere depart-
mental figurehead, but that he has risen
to the occasion so far as the poison lands
of the colony are concerned, because
there was a curious story current some
time ago about some blocks of poison
land, and I am glad to find that he is
fully alert in this respect, and I am glad
to find that he is cautious. At the same
time I think that is no reason why we
should not carry the resolution before
the House.

MR. RICHARDSON: I cannot help
thinking there is something worthy of
the consideration of the Lands Depart-
ment in this motion. The hon. member
has pointed out what appears to me a
real menace to settlement, in these un-
occupied poison lands, being surrounded
with settlers, resulting in thousands of
sheep being poisoned, through having
escaped from private lands and trespassed
on Government unoccupied land. I am
inclined to think, looking at the matter
from an equitable point of view, that if
the Government decline to deal with these
unprotected poison lands, or to let anyone
else deal with them, they ought to be made
to pay for the sheep that are destroyed on
these lands. I think that would wake
them up to the realities of the position.
If their inspectors are so foolish as to
include a lot of poison land within agri-
cultural areas, I think the least they can
do is to mark it as poison land. It is
very certain it can do very little good
amidst surrounding settlements, unless
something is done to utilise it. I really
fail to see, if they had an honest report
from one of their own surveyors that the
land is infested with poison, why it
should not be let to these surrounding
settlers. I cannot help) thinking it is
worthy of the attention of the Govern-
ment, and that, where they are satisfied
of the existence of poison land amidst
settled areas, they should endeavour to
deal with this land in some way or other.

MR. LOTON: It seems to me that,
even if this House is of opinion that it
would be desirable to deal in a more
liberal way with poison lands than we
are doing at present-it seems to me that
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this resolution of the hon. member for
Toodyay is impracticable.

Mr.. A. FORREST: The intention is all
right.

Mn. LOTON: It is difficult to under-
stand what the intention is. The resolu-
tion says it is desirable that all "1poison
or scrub land" should be dealt with in
this way. What is scrub land ? Is all
scrub land to be dealt with and let as
poison land ?

MR. CLARKSON: There is nearly always
scrub where there is poison.

MR. LOTON: It seems to me that this
question of what is poison land and what
is scrub land would have to be decided
by the Conmmissioner of Crown Lands in
the first place. I do not think it would
be wise in all cases to let these blocks as
poison land, under the present Regula-
tions, because we know that some of the
best of our agricultural country has
patches of poison amongst it. I am glad,
however, to hear from the Commissioner
of Lands that he is not satisfied with the
present Regulations as to poison land. I
think we require something more than at
present to show a lessee's bona fides,-
something more than fencing the land
within three years, and then leave it
alone for seventeen years, which he can
do under the existing Regulations; and,
unless the Commissioner of Crown Lands
were careful, some of the best agricultural
land in the colony would come under
that regulation, if every little patch of
poison amongst it is to bring it within
the poison clause. Very little has been
done in the past with these poison lands,
and the hands of the Government are
tied at present, under the existing regu-
lations. I think it would be desirable,
even this session, to introduce some
amended regulations as regards this class
of land; but I cannot support the motion
in its present form.

Mn. HARPER: If this resolution were
intended to deal with the land referred to
by the hon. member for the Swan, where
there are a few little patches of poison
amongst the good land, I should be op-
posed to it. But I think it is absurd to
speak of it in that. light, after what the
hon. member for Toodyay said in intro-
ducing it. He might also have instanced
the town of Newcastle, which is bordered,
I think, within a mile or so, with a lot of
poison land. To my own knowledge it

is a very common occurrence, an annual
occurrence, with those who reside in that
town, that whenever their cattle get
astray they are almost sure to get into
this poison and be destroyed. There
mnust be a very considerable loss in this
way annually. There has been no desire
shown for the occupation of this land
since the colony was founded. No one
cares to tackle it. But if it could be
given away to people who would clear off
the land, the country would have reason
to be glad of it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
This subject of dealing with the poison
lands of the colony is one that has given
a great deal of trouble, and received a
great deal of consideration, in the past.
The present Regulations were promul-
gated some six years ago, and are- a
great improvement upon the Regulations
that went before them. Still, I think,
they are not very good even now, so far
as these poison lands are concerned. I
think: my friend the Commissioner of
Lands must take this matter in hand,
and deal with it-not this session, I think,
but at any rate next session, when we can
deal with this and some other matters in
the Land Regulations-with this cer-
tainly, and place it on a better footing.
I have no hesitation in saying that the
poison regulations, ever since we have
had them, have been a failure. They
have not turned out to be the great good
that we anticipated from them. In sup-
port of that statement I may say that I
only know of one person-there may be
more, but I only know of one-who has
cleared hi land of poison, and obtained
the fee simple of it under the Land Regu-
lations. There are a few others-I can
count them on my fingers-who hope to
get the fee simple some day, and are doing
what is necessary, with that end in view.
But up to the present there is actually
only one lessee who has received the fee
simple. I think that fact alone shows
that the Regulations have not worked in
the way they should. I will go further
than that, and say that (with very few
exceptions) no attempt even has been
made to clear the land and to obtain the
fee simple.

Mn. A. FORREST: Scores.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

The hon. member says " scores." He
won't tell me who they are. I say there
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are very few, beyond those I have referred,
to. Another thing: there is very little
bona fides on the part of~ the applicants
for this land. They have obtained it for
speculative purposes, and not for purposes
of improvement. We know that some
time ago millions of acres were taken up,
as we thought, to clear it of poison. But
what have these people done with their
land ? They set up an office in London
and sold it there-very often through
misrepresentation-to others. I am quite
willing to admit that no great harm has
come to the colony, so far as this land is
concerned; some of it has been improved.
But I think some harm has been done by
this hawking about of the land, and keep-
ing back from people the real truth about
it, tbat the land is infested with poison,
and leading them to believe that they
were to have the fee simple immediately,
whereas the fee simple is a long way off.
I think the intentions of the hon. memn-
ber for Toodyay are very good indeed, but
I do not think, the resolution is worded
very well; and, besides that, there would
be a great difficulty in dealing with small
blocks. I thinkc my friend the Commis-
sioner of Lands is quite right to be care-
ful in dealing with these applications for
poisou land. Some of the best land -on
the Williams is infested with poison, and
you cannot give away laud fit for agricul-
t-are under these poison leases, simply
because there is poison on it. I do not
think that any good can come out of this
resolution; even if it passed it would be
impossible for the Government to deal
with it in the shape it is. It would not
improve matters, or give us any more
power than we now have;. and I would
ask him to withdraw it, leaving it to the
Government to deal with the matter
during the recess, and see if we cannot
bring in a Bill next session dealing with
the subject.

Mn. RICHARDSON: Will the present
Government be here then?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I forgot about that. Somebody will be
here, and, no doubt, whoever is here will
be anxious to carry out the -views of their
predecessors in this respect.

MR. CLARKSON: As the object I
had in view has been attained, with the
leave of the House I will withdraw the
resolution. But I would point out to
members that they have gone rather out-

side the question; they have been dis-
cussing the poison regulations generally,
whereas my motion was intended to deal
only with that portion of poison country
which is surrounded by settlement, and
would not at all affect the larger poison
areas.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BUNBURY RAILWAY STATION: ESTI-
SMATED COST OF, ETC.

Mn. R. F. SHOIJI, in accordance with
notice, moved for a return showing the
total estimated cost of the proposed
railway station in the town of Bunbury,
the return to include estimated cost of
filling in and preparation of site for the
station; also that the plans and specifi-.
cations of the same he laid upon the
table of the House. The hon. member
said he should probably have something
more to say on the subject when the re-
turn asked for was furnished.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Yehn) said the
Governmcnt had no objection to the
motion, hut he would ask the hon. mem-
ber whether he thought it was wise or ex-
pedient to publish all the particulars as
to the estimated cost of the works before
the tenders were received and the contract
accepted.

Mn. R. F. SHOIJL said he would be
content with what the Government felt
they, were justified in furnishing.

Motion put and passed.

PROPOSED FURTHER AMENDMENT OF
THE SCAB ACT, 1891.

Mn. CANNING: Sir, nearly two years
ago, when a sudden outbreak of scab
occurred in the Champion Bay District
and directed the attention of the House
to the necessity of taking some further
measures for dealing with the disease, I
and some others suggested what were
then considered somewhat drastic mea-
sures to suppress it; but we were met
with the assurance that the outbreak was
confined to a very small area, that it was
not after all very serious, that it had
only attacked a small number of sheep,
and that it could be readily dealt with
by the ordinary curative means. After
considerable discussion, a measure was
passed, repealing the then existing Act,

[ASSEMBLY.] Scab Act.



ScabAct [2 AuusT 183.] Further Amendment. 421

and imposing somewhat more stringent
obligations upon those who had to deal
with the disease. Among others, a pro-
vision was made in Section 8 of the
amending Act that a return should be
published monthly in the Government
Gazette of all infected flocks. T am in-
clined to think that that provision has
not been observed. I have made a search,
and cannot find that, for a considerable
time past, any return has been published
of the number of sheep infected with this
disease. But we know, from reports that
reach us from various quarters, that,
instead of diminishing, the disease is
spreading. Even last year that was
found to be the case, and an Amendment
Act was passed, which contained some
very excellent provisions indeed. But I
have reason to believe-and I believe it
is the general opinion-that those pro-
visions are not being Strictly observed.
More especially, we have been informed
that permission has been given to travel
sheep from infected districts towards the
North. Whatever may have been the
reason why that permission was given, I
think it was a most dangerous proceeding,
and clearly an illegal proceeding. I find,
on reading the Act carefully, that the
authority to give that permission rests
with nobody. No one in the colony has
a right to give any such permission. I
took it for granted, when I tabled this
motion, that it rested with some person
having more authority than a Scab In-
spector to give permission for sheep to go
out of an infected district into any dis-
trict north of Champion Bay; but I find,
on further reference to the Act itself, that
actually no one has a right to give such
permission. The law, as laid down in
the Amendment Act, says that, notwith-
standing anything in the principal Act,
it shall not he lawful for any person to
travel sheep from an infected district into
any district situate to the north of the
Central Scab District; consequently no
power is reserved for anyone to give per-
mission for that being done. It is ren-
dered absolutely prohibitory. No doubt
if the law has been strictly enforced in
that respect the danger to the North is
not so threatening as I, a very few days
ago, thought it was. I am assured, from
what has been stated to-night by the
Premier, ,that the rumour wh~ich gave rise
to the question and the motion which I

placed on the Notice Paper, was not
founded on fact. However that may be,
it is much to be regretted that the disease
is not diminishing. The disease, we have
every reason to believe, is on the increase;
and it really behoves us to seriously con-
sider what shall be done to stamp it out.
The means hitherto employed have not
been successful. Of that we have proof,
for the disease still continues to spread.
Efforts were made by means of the Act
of last session to localise it; but, notwith-
standing that, it is spreading. So long as
it exists, even if all the provisions of the
existing Act be observed, it will be almost
impossible to prevent its extending in dif-
erent directions. We know that the dis-
ease, even now, is not very far from us. It
has been introduced into this part of the
colony quite recently, and no one can tell
how far it will eitend. Let us for a
moment consider the menace to the pros-
perity of this colony offered by the spread
of this disease. It is a much more serious
matter than members generally seem to
imagine. It seems to me that people of
the colony generally do not realise the
gravity of the danger that threatens that
great source of prosperity to the colony,
the pastoral industry, which is in many
respects by far the most important in-
dustry of the country. Something has
been said as to the squatters being a
class apart from the general body of the
population. I strongly deprecate that
view of the matter, one reason being that
they do not form a class apart. They
did so at one time in New South Wales
and in Queensland-a class distinctly
apart from the rest of the people of the
colony. But, distinctly, that is not the
case here. I may say, without fear of
contradiction, that there is not a station
in the Northern part of this colony in
which some resident of Perth or Fre-
mantle, or other parts of the Central
districts, are not interested, and, what-
ever affects that industry in the North,
affects the prosperity of this part of the
colony. When the pastoral industry is
prospering, its effects are felt here, and
this part of the colony shares in that
prosperity. On the other hand, when
the pastoral industry at the North en-
counters disaster, the effect of that dis-
aster reacts upon the trade and com-
merce of Perth and Fremantle, and this
part of the colony generally. Then can
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there be any matter which should more
earnestly engage the attention of this
House than the consideration of anything
that threatens the prosperity of that in-
dustry ? There are so many important
considerations in connection with it, that
I fear I should take the time of the
House at too great a length if I dwelt
upon them. Let me point to only one or
two. Besides what I have already re-
ferred to-the direct interest which a
great many of us in this part of the
colony have in pastoral properties at the
North-there is another very important
consideration: it is to the North that
we look as the principal source of our
meat supply. Well, sir, if this disease
should spread amongst our flocks in the
North. what will be the consequence?
That we shall find ourselves unable to
supply meat to feed the people of the
colony. It will go forth to the world
that Western Australia, with its vast
territory, is unable to produce suffi-
cient meat to feed its own people.
The thousands of people who are now
pouring into the colony, and are likely to
do so within the next few months, will
not be satisfied to consume meat that may
be supposed to be the flesh of diseased
animals. No doubt there may be some
exaggeration about this; at the same time,
if this infection spreads, a general report
will go abroad that the sheep of the
colony are diseased, and these people will
not consume it, and will import sheep
from the other colonies, notwithstanding
our protective duty. And, what a damag-
ing effect that must have upon the general
reputation of the colony! What a reflec-
tion upon anything that may be said as
to the great pastoral resources of the
colony! It is really a very important con-
sideration. There is still another view
of the matter. A great many banks,
and other financial institutions, and capi-
talists have advanced money on station
properties; and they have done so in the
belief that these properties are improving
properties, properties that will not per-
haps realise at present, but that will do
so sooner or later; and what will be the
result if it goes abroad that the colony is
infected with scab, that its flocks are dis-
eased? These station properties will be-
come a drug in the market ; no one will
look at them. Not long ago there were
some people herc who desired to go into

investments of this kind, and I know that
one property, a; very valuable one, was
offered for sale; but some of those who
had had an opportunity of conversing
with these intending purchasers told them
there was scab on that property, and the
result was there was no sale. And that
will be the case with other properties, if
this disease spreads in that direction.
Consequently those who have advanced
money on stations will find themselves in
a very unfair position; and the owners of
stations, no matter how great their need
and how good otherwise their security
may be, will find themselves unable to
raise money upon their properties. I
think if some little regard were paid to
these considerations, it- would impress
members with the necessity of taking even
somewhat severe measures to prevent the
possibility of the spread of this disease.
In New South Wales, and in Victoria
especially, where this disease existed at
one time, various means were tried to
extirpate it, but ineffectually, until they
had recourse to the one means which
proved completely effectual, aud that was
to destroy all infected sheep.

Mu. SIMPSON: And pay compensation
to the owners.

MR. CANNING: Yes, they taxed them-
selves in order to do it. The same result
would follow if we adopted the same
heroic means, here. But members know
that even since this present Parliament
first met, this disease has been spreading,
and all the means tried hitherto have
failed to keep it down. I therefore think,
without going so far as to propose or
suggest that infected sheep should be
forthwith destroyed, that the object in
view might be attained if we adopted the
course proposed in the second paragraph
of my resolution- Th at if upon the ex-
piration of one month from the time of
the service of notice by the Inspector to
the owner to clean any infected sheep,
such sheep or any of them shall not be
found completely cured and free from
scab, the Inspector shall forthwith cause
all such sheep to be destroyed." Under
the present Act all that is required is
that steps shall be taken to dlip the in-
'fected sheep to the satisfaction of the
Inspector;.but I propose to go further
than that, and to insist that the sheep
shall be cured and free from scab. The
expressi6n " to the satisfaction of the
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Inspector" is altogether too vague; it
leaves too much to the discretion of in-
dividual inspectors. The District Inspec-
tor is living amongst these people, and in
daily intercourse with them, and on inti-
mate terms with them, and it is very
difficult for such a man to exercise this
power as he ought to do, allowing for the
influence of surroundings upon anyone
in his position. But if a measure be
passed making it obligatory upon the
Inspector, in the event of any sheep, upon
the owner of which a month's notice has
been served, not being completely cured
and free from scab, at the end of the
moth-if we make it obligatory upon the
Inspector in such cases to forthwith cause
all such sheep to be destroyed, we shall
be doing, in a somewhat milder way,
what has been done in the other colonies.
If we place the Inspector in this position,
where he will not be open to be assailed by
the importunities or the representations
made to him by the owners of sheep, but
render it obligatory upon him to per-
form this duty-, we shall be adopting
a measure which I think will be ef-
fectual in stamping out this disease. I
beg to move the resolution standing in
my name,- That in the opinion of this
House, with a view to the more effectual
p'revention, of the spread of the disease
called scab in sheep, and the speedy and
thorough extirpation of that disease, a
further amendment of the Scab Act, 1891,
is imperatively called for in order to pro-
vide, inter atia,- i. That the Inspector of
Sheep in any infected district shall, be-
fore granting a permit for the removal of
any sheep from such district, obtain the
authorisation of the Colonial Secretary so
to do. 2. That if upon tbe expiration of
one month from the time of the service
of notice of the Inspector to the owner
to clean any infected sheep, such sheep
or any of them shall not be found com-
pletely cured and free from scab, the
Inspector shall forthwith cause all such
sheep to be destroyed."

MR. CLiARKSON: I have much plea-
sure in supporting the motion of the hon.
member for East Perth. I was one of
throse who considered that the amend-
ment made last session in the Scab Act
of 1891 was not sufficiently stringent;
and I think that time has proved that it
was not so. It is perfectly disgraceful
that scab should be kept alive as it has

been all these years, in this colony. It is
no use for anyone to tell me there is not
some neglect somewhere. I have had a
great deal of experience, in former years,
amongst scabby sheep, and 1 know it can
be eradicated if it is treated in a proper
manner. I am perfectly well aware that the
way sheep are -now dipped when coming
down from the Victoria district is simply
a farce. I have been in conversation with
the drovers, and several of them have told
me the manner in which the sheep are
dipped; and in some cases they are not
dipped at all. Those that are dlipped are
put in at one end of the trough, and
they simply swim out at the other end.
I have not the least doubt that many of
the flocks that come down here from the
North are more or less affected with scab;
but they are killed off so rapidly by the
butchers that the disease is not detected.
The way the last lot was discovered to be
infected, the other day, was because they
were not fit for the butcher when they
came down, and they were sent to a pad-
dock, and, being kept longer than usual,
the disease had time to develop itself;.
and, from what I have been told, it de-
veloped itself in a very serious form. Here
we are now with a flock of scabby sheep
in the very centre of our Southern dis-
tricts, with every chance of the disease
spreading. I think it is high time that
some means were devised to put a stop to
this sort of thing. I would go further
even than the hon. member who brought
forward this resolution: as soon as a
flock of sheep was reported with scab, I
would destroy every sheep in the flock at
once. I feel very warm on this subject,
and would support a very much stronger
motion than this of the hon. member for
East Perth; and I earnestly hope that
something will be done in this matter.

MR. RICHARDSON: No doubt there
is a great deal in what the hon. member
for East Perth says, but whether it would
be advisable, in the interests of all con-
ccrned, to go as far as he proposes to go,
I would not like to take upon myself to say.
We can generally be very heroic about
remedies when it concerns other people's
property, but whether we would feel the
same zeal in applying the same remedies in
cases that concerned ourselves may be
open to question. However, I believe
that the Government are fully alive to the
seriousness and gravity of the situation,
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and I have every confidence that they i
will, from this forth-even if they have
not done it in the past-use every means
possible to put a stop to this dread
disease. I think that no expense should
be spared, and if one, or two, or three, or
half-a-dozen inspectors cannot cope with
the evil, more should be employed, so as
to grapple effectually with the difficulty.
And, when any default of the Act is
made, I think those who infringed the
law should be made to feel that it is very
much cheaper to comply with the require-
ments of the Act than to evade it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt):- I do not think the hon. mem-
ber seriously intends to ask the House to
pass this resolution. Probably members
do not exactly see the scope of it. Under
the first paragraph it is proposed that no
sheep shall be brought down here from
the North, for slaughter or otherwise,
without the express authorisation of the
Colonial Secretary. Under the present
Act, when sheep are about to travel from
the North, certain notices have to be
given to the Inspector of the Champion
Bay district, which is an infected district,
and it is his duty to report to the in-
spector of the district where they are
going, and, after dipping them, they can
cross the border, but not otherwise.
Surely, if that is done, you do not want
the authorisation of the Colonial Sec-
retary. I think it would be a useless
formality to require the Colonial Secre-
tary, after the Act has been complied
with, and the sheep have been dipped, to
authorise those sheep to come down, be-
cause there would be no reason for it, as
they would hold the inspector's certificate
as to their being clean sheep, having been
dipped under his supervision, or the
supervision of someone authorised. by
him. If the Colonial Secretary withheld
his authority, in the face of that, I do not
see upon what grounds he could do so;
therefore, I do not see what object is to
be gained by the first part of the resolu-
tion. With regard to the second para-
graph, I think the better way, myself, to
deal with the question would be to make
it an offence for anyone to have infected
sheep-to put a very serious penalty
upon anyone found with infected sheep
in hus possession.

MR. A. FORREST: What about the
owner ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt): I would make him pay a very
heavy penalty.

MR. A. FORREST: He may not know
anything about it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : I do not care about that. lie
ought to know. A case occurred only
recently where a man had sheep that had
been actually infected for three months,
and, when challenged with it, he said
he knew nothing about it. I would make
them know about it. I would make
them find out whether they had infected
sheep or not. This is a very difficult
subject for the Government to deal with
in the Champion Bay District, because
the sheep that infect the flocks there, so
far as we can ascertain, are sheep running
loose about the bush, stray sheep running
amongst the thickets. It is very difficult
to get hold of these sheep; and the
disease spreads, through clean sheep
coming in contact with these stray sheep
in these thickets. In other places, I
believe, very little progress was made in
exterminating this disease, or in prevent-
ing its spread, until the countryv was all
fenced. That, I believe, was the case in
New Zealand. There is always a great
difficulty in dealing with scab unless the
whole country is paddocked. because
sheep will get away. The present Govern-
ment, during the last two years and a
half, have used every endeavour to get at
these stray sheep in the Victoria district.
We gave authority to the Inspector to
employ as many men as he likes to hunt
these sheep up and destroy them; and I
believe that a great many of them have
been destroyed. But when it comes to a
case of an owner having infection in his
paddocks for something like three months,
as is reported,-I cannot say with what
truth, hut that is the report the
Government have received-that is alto-
gether another matter, which I think
ought to be dealt with most severely.
And, if we are going to legislate on
this subject again, I really think,
speaking for myself, that the best direc-
tion we could take would be to impose a
very heavy fine indeed on the owner who
had infected sheep. I would make him
keep very wide awake, and look every
day in the week whether he had any,
infection amongst his flock. Unless
we do that, I do not see what other
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remedy we can provide. There is the
alternative of destroying, and paving
compensation; I don't know that that
would effect a remedy, on account of
these stray sheep I have referred to. So
long as these thickets exist, and the
country is not all paddockect, it seems to
me there must always be very serious
difficulty in dealing with the matter. I
am far from thinking that we have yet
exhausted all available remedies; but it
is a very difficult subject to deal with,
and I believe the Government will be only
too glad to listen to any suggestion from
any quarter 6f the House, with the view
of making the Act more stringent and
effective, so long as there is a possibility
of attaining the object we all have in
niew. As to what has been said about
the Government having allowed sheep to
travel from the Victoria District to the
Murchison, that is wrong. Neither the
Government nor the Inspector have
allowed any sheep to travel from an
infected district to the North.

MRt. A. FORREST: I know for a fact
that sheep were sent from Dougarra not
long ago to a station on the border of the
North District.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest,):
When was that?

MIR. A. FORREST: About six months
ago. Before this, I saw a letter stating
that permission was granted; and the
reason those sheep did not go was because
those who bonght them could not pay for
them.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I believe the Inspector promised to give
the permission, but he did not give it,
and never had occasion to give it, because
the sheep never went, and no harm was
done whatever. As for the other matter,
we have no information whatever about
it. but I will make inquiry.

MR. CANNING: If no other member
intends to speak, I may be permitted to
say a few words in reply to what fell
from the Attorney General. I really think
if flock owners generally were fully alive
to the danger that they run, and knew
that a penalty for neglecting to take
proper precautions was inevitable, they
would combine together to destroy these
stray sheep. In other parts, where flocks
are destroyed by native dogs, the settlers
find means to destroy them, and I believe
the same would apply to sheep, if the

owners could be convinced it was to their
interests to do so. If they neglected to
destroy their infected sheep, they ought
to bear a penalty for their neglect. As
to the stray sheep, which we are told are
the cause of the mischief, it is not
a new state of things; we have heard
of it for years, and still it exists. Ample
opportunity has been given to the
settlers of the district affected to have
stamped out the evil, as it has been
done elsewhere, by taking energetic
measures, and, if the same means had
been taken in this colony, we should
not be discussing the question to-night.
With regard to the first part of my motion,
as to requiring the authority of the Colo-
nial Secretary before removing sheep from
an infected district, it iit cause somec
inconvenience if the Inspector were obliged
to refer all cases to the Minister; but
it would always keep alive in the Inspector
a sense of his responsibility, at all events.
As to the second part, I think, after care-
ful consideration, it would be a most
effectual means of exterminating this
disease. I did not like to suggest too
severe measures at first, and my proposal
would give the owner an opportunity of
using every possible means to cleanse and
cure his sheep. If he failed to do so at
the end of a month-or give him a little
longer time, if you like-I think the sheep
ought to be destroyed. If they were not
free from scab by that time, it must be
either due to the utter impossibility by
any human means of cleansing them, or
else it must be due to the owner's in-
capacity or neglect; and, in either case, I
think we should be quite justified in
taking measures to cause these sheep to
be destroyed.

Mn. R. F. SHOLLi: We have heard a
great deal about stray sheep being the
cause of all the mischief in connection
with this scab disease. I think these
stray sheep get blamed a great deal more
than they deserve. I believe it is stray
managers that cause all this trouble; and
I think, if some stringent measures were
adopted to force these inefficient or in-
competent stray managers to keep their
sheep clean, scab would soon be stamped
out. We all know very well how the
disease spreads, and it will be impossible
to keep some districts clean until we have
a different class of managers on some of
the stations. The sooner an amending
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Act is passed to force these people to
keep their sheep clean the better for the
country.

Motion put and negatived.

POINT OF ORDER.
MR. SPEAKER: 1 wish to point out

to the hon. member for York that, through
inadvertence on my part in looking over
the minutes, I failed to notice that thie
latter portion of his resolution, " That in
the opinion of this committee, for- the
better encouragement of agriculture, the
Government should consider the advisa-
bility of subsidising the various agricul-
tural societies of the colony, on the basis
of the subsidy now granted to the various
municipalities, and of placing a sum of
money on the Estimates for this purpose,"
is contrary to our Standing Orders, which
provide that it is not competent for any
private nleinber to move to put any sum of
money on the Estimates. Therefore the
hon. member must consent to omit those
words from his resolution, as they can-
not be put. He can amend his resolu-
tion by leaving out those words, and then
proceed with his motion.

MR. MONGER: I beg to withdraw
the resolution in its present form.

DESTRUCTIVE BIRDS AND ANIMALS
BILL.

Read a third time, and a Message
ordered to be transmitted to the Legis-
lative Council informing them that the
Assembly had agreed to the Bill without
amendment.

PUBLIC DEPOSITORS RELIEF BILL.
Read a third time, and ordered to be

transmitted to the Legislative Council
for their concurrence.

VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY.

PETITION re LENDING OUT BOOKS.
The Order of the Day for the consider-

ation of the Petition of various residents
of Perth and its immediate neighbour-
hood-praying the Assembly to take
such steps as might be necessary to enable
some of the books of the Victoria Public
Library to be taken out, and to cause
rules to be made as to the lending and
retuirn. of such books-having been read,

MR. CANNING moved, " That in the
opinion of this House a Bill should be
introduced, during the present session,
to vest the control of the Victoria Public
Library in trustees, to be appointed by
the Governor in Council; such trustees,
or a. majority of them, to have power to
make, alter, and amend rules and regu-
lations for the management of the
Library." The hon. member said: In
moving this motion I crave the indul-
gence of the Rouse while I glance at the
constitution of this Library. It was
founded in the year 1887 to commemor-
ate Her Majesty's Jubilee. It was found-
ed as a public institution, a public lib-
rary, with public money, and it has been
maintained since by annual grants made
by the Legislature. It has been found a
most useful institution. It has been
largely availed of, and its importance and
value is daily becoming more and more
recognised. But it is felt by those who
are charged with the administration of
its affairs that their position is a some-
what uncertain one, and somewhat anoma-
lous. They are the recogaised managers
of the library; at the same time their
legal powers are not properly defined.
rUpon inquiry it was found that there is
actually no enactment, or ordinance, or
Act constituting them the managing body
of the Library, or defining their duties
and powers; and it is felt that the time
has come when it is most desirable that a
measure of that nature should be passed.
The Library is now lodged in premises
rented for that purpose; but a piece
of land has been set apart for the pur-
pose of a new building for it, in course
of time, when the financial position
of the colony will warrant the outlay;
and, no doubt, when the time does
come, it will be most desirable that the
powers of the trustees, and their functions,
should be clearly defined. Even now,
questions arise from time to time in con-
nection with the management of the
Library, and it was found, as I have
already remarked, that the powers of the
committee-they are not really trustees-
are not defined; and that has given rise
to discussion from time to time amongst
the committee. There has been no dis-
sension amongst the members of the
committee, but there have been differences
of opinion and discussion. In view of
the great importance of this iastitutio a
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I think members will agree with me that
it should be vested in trustees, with full
power to deal with it. That is the case
in the other colonies. Only so recently
as 1890, an Act was passed in Victoria
constituting the trustees the managing
body of the local public libraries, and
defining their powers and duties. I ought
not to pass over in silence the question
raised by the petition; in fact I feel
bound to refer to it, as this motion is to
be considered in conjunction with the
petition. A question has been raised
there as to the desirability of setting
apart certain books in the Library to be
lent out. The considerations that move
those who have started that suggestion
are briefly these: that the Library is a
public institution, founded and mnain-
tained with public money; it is not an
institution created, as some libraries in
other parts of the world, by the liberality
of private donors, or by endowment from
certain bodies, where the founders had a
right to impose certain conditions; it is a
public institution, and, consequently,
being supported out of public funds, it
should be, as far as possible, for the use
and benefit of the public. Useful as the
institution has been so far, there is a
general impression abroad that it fails to
accomplish fully the end contemplated
when it was founded. The end con-
templated by those who founded it was
the diffusion of literature - not the
mnere ranging of a number of books
in a building simply to form an orna-
ment to the city, but the diffusion of
literature properly so called. I will, with
the permission of the House, mention my
definition of literature. By literature I
mean works on history-and in history
I include memoirs, biographies; on moral
philosophy and all works of that nature,
including essays; and poetry-and under
poetry I range the drama, and also
include some classes of fiction, because
poetry, like fiction, appeals largely to the
imagination. I think that works of that
kind, works on history, biography, moral
philosophy, and poetry, should be acces-
sible to all, under reasonable restrictions.
They are not like books of reference and
works of that kind. Those who really
take an interest in literature, as I un-
derstand literature, can only enjoy such
works under certain conditions. We have
an excellent collection at present of books

of what I have defined as, properly speak-
ing, literature, in the Library;- but these
books, I regret to say, are very little used
indeed. I will not go so far as to say
that they arc never used; I believe a
stray volume may be taken down now
and then to verify a quotation, or to loot
at some particular historical fact. But
that rarely happens, because there other
special works containing quotations and
the leading facts of history, which are
properly works of reference. I think so
long as these books, embracing the class
of literature I have referred to, remain
on the shelves of the Library unused and
unread, they must fail to accomplish the
object of such works, the reason of their
existence. Books are written to be read,
and not to adorn library shelves,-anless
they be the shelves of a private indi-
vidual. The object of the writer is that
his books shall be read, and, unless they
are read, they are unable to accomplish
their object. For all useful purposes,
then, I am sorry to say that the admir-
able collection of literature that we have
in this Library might just as well be so
many pieces of wood, lettered on the
back, for all the use that is now made of
them. I do not think that is desirable.
I do not think there is much use in ex-
pending a considerable sum annually in
maintaining this Library, and in adding
to it, just for the satisfaction of saying
that we have so many shelves full of
standard works of English literature. It
would be much better they should be lent
out, and by that means let that literature
be diffused. I think all members will
agree with me that the more such human-
ising agency as literature can be diffused
the better. It may be objected-it has
been objected- to the proposal to lend
out these books, that, being public pro-
perty, they should always be accessible
to the public, and that if you lend a book
out, and someone comes to the Library to
look for it, he is deprived of the use of it.
But so he would be deprived of the use
of it if someone else was in the Library
reading that book at the time.

MRt. MOLLOY: But he would get it
next day.

MR. CANNING: You may reduce
that objection to an absurdity, because
although in a sense the public have a
right to everything, there must neces-
sarily be some restriction upon their
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right; and, in the case in question, the
restriction is that the man who desires
to read a book may find it in the hands
of somebody else, and, if he does so, he
must forego his desire to read it for the
time, the same as he would if the book
had been lent out. Again, it is urged
that the Library is open at all hours for
people who want to go there to read the
books. But I would ask how many people
would care-unless they had some busi-
ness engagement, or some necessity of
going out of an evening-for hurrying
away, immediately after their evening re-
past, down to the Library, and sitting
there to read all the evening-and most
of us are too busy to go there during the
day ? They must be very earnest indeed
in their pursuit of knowledge if they do
anything of the kind. I do not think
many of us would feel inclined to do so.
I do not think the ladies of our house-
holds would look with equanimity upon
such proceedings. But if a man could
take a book to his own home, he would
read it, and possibly discuss it with the
members of his family, thus disseminat-
ing literature, and imparting kn'owledge
to others, and accomplishing one of the
great ends for which books are written.
I think that most will agree with me
that the books in the Library cannot
be fully used unless they be lent out.
One minor objection to lending them is
that a good many of them might, pos-
sibly, be destroyed, or injured, or lost.
Another objection is that an increase
in the workiug staff would be neces-
sary. With regard to books being in-
jured, I do not think there is very much
danger of that. I hear that, in other
places, in certain parts of England, Man-
chester for instance, and in some of the
other colonies, where books are lent out
from public libraries, no serious damage
is done to them. Those who use the
books have, mostly, too much respect for
books to destroy them. Moreover, by
making proper rules and regulations, and
seeing that they were enforced strictly in
every case, I think we could do a great
deal to prevent anything of the kind.
This would prevent any loss to the Library
or to the State from injury or loss.
Even supposing a certain number to be
destroyed, and that the Library should
sustain a certain pecuniary loss during
the year, I say that would be infinitely

better than that the books should remain
on the shelves from year's end to year's
end unused. It is a question of money,
after all, and if some additional ex-
penditure became necessary in order to
replace these books, it would not be
such a serious matter, - certainly not
so serious as to be put in the scale
against the enormous advantages of dis-
seminating good well-toned literature.
I should mention here that it has not
been proposed that in any case works of
reference-that is, works that are strictly
works of reference, such as dictionaries
of arts and sciences, and of languages,
technical works, and scientific works gen-
erally should be taken out on any pre-
tence whatever. Nor that rare and costly
books, no matter on what subject, books
that it would be difficult or very expen-
sive to replace, should be removed from
the Library. Of course it would be the
duty of the committee, or trustees, as the
case may be, to classify the books and
arrange those that should be lent out,
and that a distinguishing mark or stamp
should be placed upon them, and that no
other books should be lent out. Finally
I would suggest this also: if the course
proposed should be adopted, it would be
adopted tentatively. The Library com-
mittee, in concurring that hooks should
be lent out, would not commit them-
selves in perpetuity to the scheme. If,
after a reasonable trial, it were found
that the disadvantages were so great and
inconvenient to those in charge of the
Library, or the loss and destruction were
so great as to render it unwise to con-
tinue that course, the rule would be re-
scinded-that is all-bef ore any great mis-
chief could have happened. We are aprac-
tical people. Ours is not a mediteval city
with ancient and rare books in its library,
treasures of ancient literature, that could
not be replaced under any circumstances.
Our books are ordinary editions that are
easily replaced, at more or less expense.
As to the other objection, that it would
necessitate an increase in the working staff
of the Library-, it seems to me that, having
regard to our present population, an
energetic librarian, with one assistant,
would be quite capable of performing
the additional duties devolving upon
them if this proposal were adopted, with-
out incurring any additional expense.
They would only have to give a little
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care and attention to the performance of
their duties, and the present staff would
be quite capable of performing them
without entailing upon the Library a
single penny, of additional expense. I
should like, before concluding, to point
out that we in Perth are not in the
position of the inhabitants of more wealthy,
and more populous European cities; we
cannot, conveniently', borrow a great
many books from one another. It does
not suit our people generally to spend
much time and money in equipping a
library; and therefore that is another
reason why this Victoria Library should
be made to meet the conditions under
which we live. I do not think I can say
much more in support of the prayer of
the petition. But I do desire to impress
upon members, and especially upon mem-
bers who affect to have a great regard
for books and literature, the desirability
of permitting those who may have the
same taste, but may not have the same
facilities as they have, an opportunity of
gratifying their taste. Sir, I beg to
move the motion standing in my name.

N a. SIMPSON: I have much pleas-
ure in rising to second and support
the motion. The hon. member has dealt
with the question so exhaustively, and
gone so much into details, that it is
unnecessary for me to dilate -upon the
question. But my own personal ex-
perience of that Library is that it is im-
possible to read in it, in a satisfactory
way, so as to gain any benefit from your
reading, and, for that reason, I suppose-
others labouring under similar difficulties
-the Library is not availed of. I only
know one reason why it was organised,
and that was that it should prove a
useful institution to the country. It has
been distinctly pointed out that, as at
present organised, it has distinctly failed
in its object as a national library. Those
who visit it do so not for the purpose of
reading the treasures of literature on
its shelves, but for a perfunctory glance
at the newspapers and magazines on
the table. I do not think that was
the object this Victoria Library was
established for. I see there is a sug-
gestion in the petition that a substantial
deposit, from £2 2s. to £5 5s., should be
insisted upon from those who wished to
borrow books from the Library. I think
some happier plan than that for meeting

the difficulty might be devised; but that
is a mere matter of detail. With the
general principle, that books should be
lent out, on certain conditions, I agree;
because in that way- this Library mig~t
be made much more useful to the people
of the colony. I know there are dif-
ferences of opinion, but it is a positive
fact that there is great difficulty in getting
at the higher class of books in this colony.
We are supposed to have a Parliamentary
Library in this House; well, it is the
weakest Parliamentary Library I ever saw.
I believe it is the weakest Parliamentary
Library in the world. I went there the
other day to look for Mill's " Political
Economy "-a book which almost of all
books in the world you would expect to find
in a Parliamentary Library; but it was
not there. We have another institution
in Perth, known as the Mechanics' Insti-
tute, which is supposed to be very valu-
able as a lending library. I go there,
and take great interest in it; but my
belief, as regards a large percentage of
the books in that library, is that one of the
best things that could happen to it would
be to apply a firestick to it, and that
there should be no fire-plug available for
putting out the blaze. Some of the books

*.are not even in a decent condition; I do
not think you would find a hundred solid
volumes in the place, or in a fit condition
to be read. You can get well-thumbed
copies of " One-Eyed Dick," or " Bill, the
Murderer," and books of that sort; but,
of really useful books, they are not there.
We have two or three circulating libraries
in the town, established as commercial
ventures; and that is about all you can
say as to the provisions now made for
supplying the intelligent reading public
of Perth with literary pabulum. I do
really think that if arrangements could
be made with regard to* this Victoria
Library for placing it on the same basis
as Government libraries in other parts of
Australia, by which people, on satisfying
the committee of management as to their
trustworthiness, might be allowed to take
a book out, it would be a great boon: and
a great benefit to the reading public. I
imagine that the object of a public
library is to accommodate and benefit
those who cannot afford to buy such
books as are found in such institutions.
There are many men who are rich in
intellect, but poor in pocket,-men who
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would wish to make -use of the resources
of our only, Public Library, if some sys-
tem could be arranged whereby, respect-
able men, who could furnish the trustees
with satisfactory sureties in regard to
returning the books borrowed, might have
the loan of them. I think such a system
would do good to the country. The
details of the arrangement, of course,
would be left to the board of manage-
ment, and, if one may, judge from the
care which the Board have taken in
selecting their books, it is only reasonable
to suppose that the same care would be
exercised in regard to lending them. I
consider we have in our present Library
the basis or nucleus of one of the best
libraries in Australasia, and I wish to
make that basis as broad as possible, and
give every person in the land, under
reasonable conditions, an opportunity of
perusing the contents of this Library,
and improve themselves by it. I wish
this privilege extended more particularly
to those whose means will not permit
them any other chance of ever perusing
such volumes as we have in this Library.
Sir, I have the greatest pleasm-e in second-
ing, this motion.

MR. QUINLAN: I may say at the
outset that I am opposed to the motion;
firstly, because this institution was never
established for such a purpose; and,
secondly, while acknowledging that I
entertain the highest respect for those
who have signed this petition, I do not
think that the Library was ever intended
so much to meet the requirements of the
class which the memorialists represent as
the wants of the general public. No
doubt it would be very convenient to some
people to be allowed to take books out of
the Library, but I do not think it would
be appreciated by those for whose benefit
this institution was maiuly established,
-certainly not under the conditions sug-
gested in the petition, a deposit of £5 5s.
There are other valuable libraries in the
town, well worthy of the support of the
Government, and which, with a little more
liberal assistance from the Government,
could be made still more valuable. I
refer particularly to the Mechanics' In-
stitute, which, instead of receiving a
grant of £50 might well receive £500.
With more liberal support, this institution
would supply the public with the con-
veniences which this petition seeks to

obtain in the way of furnishing them
with good literature, though possibly not
that high class of literature to be found
in the Victoria Library. It has been said
that this Library is now very little used,
but I notice from the report that during
the eighteen months ending June last no
less than 32,668 visitors entered that in-
stitution.

MR. SimpsoN: To read the papers.
MR. QUINLAN: I do not know what

they went there for. The fact remains
that over 32,000 visitors entered it during
eighteen months. I cannot, therefore,
agree with the statement that no use is
now made of this Library; and I cannot
see my way to support the petition, for
the reasons I have already stated.

MR. MOLLOY: This subject has been
spoken to so exhaustively by the mover
of the resolution, and the eloquent mem-
ber who seconded it, that it would be
useless on my part to occupy the atten-
tion of the Hourse for any considerable
time ;'but I was struck with the remark
of one of those hon. members, that this
Library is a public institution. A public
institution, I take it, is an institution
available to the public generally; yet the
petition before us proposes to make it an
institution that will be available to the
exclusive few only, those who can afford
to deposit their £2 2s. or £5 5s. before
they become entitled to this privilege.
That would practically mean this: that
this institution, instead of being a public
institution, for the diffusion of knowledge
amongst all classes of the community,
would become a public institution for the
benefit of those who could afford to put
down their £5 5s., to the exclusion of the
poorer classes of the conununity, who
would be debarred from participating in
the same privilege as their wealthier
but perhaps not more intelligent neigh-
bours. I shall certainly most strongly
oppose the granting of exclusive privileges
of this kind, in connection with any pub-
lic institution.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The motion, in the form proposed by the
hon. member, seems 'to be a very proper one.
It is that in the opinion of this House, a
Bill should be introduced to vest the con-
trol of this Library in trustees. The only
objection I take to the motion is the in-
sertion of the words " during the present
session." I take no exception whatever
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to its being resolved that a Bill be intro-
duced to vest this institution in trustees.
It was always intended that something of
this sort should be done; in fact, a Bill
passed. through this House having for its
object the very purpose which the hon.
member now recommends; but one im-
portant clause in the Act, I think, says
that no books whatever shall be taken out
of the Library. Even if this resolution
is passed. it will not in any way attain
the object which I understand the hon.
member has principally in view; that is,
to convert this public library into a lend-
ing library. I take it that the House
will be very careful, when this proposed
Bill comes before it, to insert a clause in
it prohibiting the lending out of any of
this Library's books. Although the hon.
member has placed the matter before the
House, from his point of view, in a very
excellent way, still I think the majority
of members will not be able to approve
of the prayer of the petition that has been
presented to the House, because it would
convert this Library into a mere lending
library. After all, what is the main use
or advantage of a public library such as
this ? Is it not that anyone can enter it,
without any payment whatever, and be
assured of the privilege of seeing all the
books he wants to see? He knows he
will find them there whenever he may, go
in to have a look at them. But how
would it be if the prayer of this petition
were granted? These books would be all
over the country; not only in Perth, Fre-
mantle, and G-uildford, but all over the
colony, because I do not see how you could
property refuse to extend the same privilege
to the most extreme portions of the colony.
Why should a man, because he lives at
Kimberley or Eucla, and who contributes
his share to the revenue from which this
Library is supported-why should this
man be refused the privilege of having
the use of books out of the Library in
the same way as those who happen to
reside in this part of the colony ? He is
equally a taxpayer, and his rights would
have to be respected the same as those of
others. A difficulty, too, would be how
to get these books back after you lent
them ? It is all very -well to say you
would require proper sureties before the
books were lent out; but the result, I
take it, would be that you would get very
few of them back, unless perhaps from

those in Perth and its neighbourhood.
Or, it seems to me, that very few except
those in Perth and its neighbouarhood
would be able to avail themselves of this
privilege. I notice that the petitioners
propose that a deposit of from £2 2s. to
£65 s. should be insisted upon from those
who desired to avail themselves of this
privilege. Well, if these gentlemen who
signed this petition-I believe there are
fifty or sixty of them-would contribute
this sum apiece, they would soon form a
library for themselves, and have all the
advantages they wish to obtain from this
Public Library. I believe it is the ex-
ception in the other colonies for their
principal public libraries to be converted
into lending libraries. I understand. that
in Melbourne it is not so; and, although
it might be possible to form a lending
library in connection with this Library
of ours, as suggested, I am not prepared
to give my support to the prayer of the
petitioners. If this Library is going to
become a great institution, it will not be by
lending out the books all over the colony.
The book you wanted would almost cer-
tain to be away, and you would not be
able to find it; and, instead of becoming
a national collection, we should have the
books scattered all over the country. I
have no objection whatever to a Bill being
introduced next session to vest this
Library in trustees, as it was always in-
tended; but I am altogether opposed to
converting it into a lending library.

MR. CANNING : I shall be satisfied
with the assurance of the Government
that it is their intention to introduce a
Bill to vest the Library in trustees. I am
strongly inclined to think that by that
time a considerable change will have come
over public opinion, and not only public
opinion but the opinion of members, with
regard to this other matter of lending
out some of the books on reasonable con-
ditions of security. A great deal has
been made of the suggestion-for it is
nothing more-that a deposit of from £2
2s. to £5 6s. should be required; but, as
the hon. member for Geraldton remarked,
that merely involves a detail. It is a
mere suggestion, and would be in no way
binding upon the trustees. Some other
check or restriction would, of course, have
to be imposed, so as to ensure the safety
of the books. That would meet the views
of the petitioners, and ought not to be
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allowed to influence the consideration of
the question at all. Then it vas said
that, once the principle was admitted of
lending out books, we should have to
extend it to Kimberley and Eucla, anld
all parts of the colony. That is simply
reducing the proposition to an absurdity,
and, as such, is an insult to one's common
sense. You can reduce any proposition
to an absurdity. The same principle
might be applied to any law of the land,
and you would not be able to move. It
is simply an attempt to throw dust into
the eyes of those who desire to look at the
question from a common sense point of
view. If we cannot lend these books to
people at Kimberley, or people at Eucla,
that is no reason why we should not
make them accessible to those who are in
a position to avail themselves of them.
It is no reason why people at Bunbury,
or at Albany, or anywhere along a rail-
way line, should not be able to avail
themselves of the privilege; or why it
should not be extended even to Champion
Bay, or any other place within a, reason-
able distance of the capital. A-s to its
being limited to a certain class of people
in Perth, the same objection might be
urged with regard to any other institu-
tion--the Museum, for instance, or the
Public Gardens, which, like this Library,
are supported out of public funds; or
with regard to the improvement or adorn-
ment of the capital, which is enjoyed, for
the greater part, and necessarily so, by
those who live in it. People at a dis-
tance, though forced to contribute in the
same degree to the adornment of the
capital, are not able to enjoy the result of
the expenditure. The number of those
living at a distance who are able to enjoy
other public institutions in the capital
are very limited indeed; and the same
objection that has becn urged against
lending books out of this Library, because
they could not be sent to Kimberley or
Eucla, would apply with equal force in
respect of other institutions at the capi-
tal. We are not supposed to do impossi-
bilities; but, because we cannot do what
is impossible, that is no reason why we
should not do what is reasonable. The
prayer of this petition, I submit, is a
reasonable one, and I have every confi-
dence that it will before long prevail.

Question put,-That the resolution be
agreed to.

A division being called for, the numbers
were:

Ayes..
Nos.. ... 16

Majority against ... 11
AYES. NOES.

Mr. Monger Mr. Burt
Mr. Paterson Mr. fleHamel
Mr. H. W. Shall Sir John Forrest
Mr. Simpson Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Canning (Teller). Mr. Harper

Mr. TLoton
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Mallay
Mr. Pearse

MrPhillips
Mr: Quinlan

M.Richardson
Mr. R. F. Shall

Mr. Solomon
Mr. vern
Mr. Traylen (Teller).

Question put and negatived.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

On the Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of this Bill in committee,

MR. SIMPSON moved, as an amend-
ment, that the Bill be referred to a select
committee. Certain representations had
been made to him, and, he believed, to
other members, with reference to certain
portions of the Bill; and, seeing that the
Bill related to a profession which laymen
considered was fairly safeguarded at the
present time, he thought it would give
satisfaction to the country, if the Attorney
General would have no objection, to refer
the Bill to a select committee.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the Bill was a technical
Bill, dealing only with a particular pro-
fession, and he did not think that mem-
bers were likely to have any more infor-
mation upon it from a select committee
than in committee of the whole House.
There was no more reason why such a
Bill as this should be referred to a select
committee than the Homesteads Bill. He
might say, with regard to the amend-
ments at present on the Notice Paper, that
the Government was prepared to accept
nearly the whole of them, or, at any rate,
a large majority of them. There were
one or two which they were not prepared
to accept, but they were willing to adopt
most of them. He did not think that
any good would be gained by referring
the Bill to a select committee.

Amendment put and negatived.
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IN COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1, 2, and 8:
Put and passed.
Clause 4- (1.) For the purposes of

"this Act there shall be a Board, to be
"called 'The Barristers Board,' and such
"Board shall consist of-

" (a.) The Attorney General, who shall
"be exs officio chairman of the
" board;

" (b.) The Solicitor General, or, if there
"be no Solicitor General, the
Crown Solicitor;

" (c.) Every one of Her Majesty's
"counsel learned in the Law,
"and resident in the colony,

",and not being a Judge of
"any Court in the said col-
"ony;

" (d.) Three practitioners of at least
"three years' standing and
"practice in the colony, to be
"nominated in the first in-
"stance by the other members
"of the Board, and hereafter
"to be annually elected by the
"practitioners on the roll of
"the Supreme Court resident
"and practising in the colony,

",at such times and in such
"manner as prescribed by the
"rules.

" (2.) Any four members of the Board
",shall form a quorum. If any vac-
"ancy occurs among the elected mnem-
bers of the Board by death, resignation,

"or otherwise, or if three practitioners be
"not elected at any annual election as
"aforesaid, the board may nominate one
"or more practitioners as may be re-
"quired to complete the Board.

" (3.) In the absence of the Attorney
"General, the members present at any
"meeting may elect a chairman for such
"meeting. The chairman shall have a
"casting as well as a deliberative vote: "

MR. IDEHA MEL moved, as an amend-
ment, that paragraphs (b), (c), and (di) of
sub-clause (i) be struck out, and that
the following words be inserted in lieu
thereof : " (b) six practitioners, of at least
three years' standing and practice in the
colony, to be elected in the first instance
by the practitioners on the roll of the
Supreme Court residing and practising in
the colony, and thereafter at such times
and in such manner as may be prescribed
by the rules." He said the object of the

amendment was to make the Banisters'
Board more representative, by making it
a purely elective body,-except, of course,
the Attorney General, who would still be
ex officio chairman of the Board. He
thought if they wanted a really good
Board the right plan was to make it
elective. For this reason he moved to
strike out the sub- sections which provided
that the Crown Solicitor, and every Q.C.
in the colony should, of right, have a seat
on the Board. The rule, in England, as
regards the retirement of members, was
that those who attended the least number
of meetings should be the ones to retire;
and he thought that would be a whole-
some rule to apply here. If they left the
clause as it now stood, they might have
five men on the Board who would be,
practically, irremovable, whether they
attended or not. -He knew there was a
general feeling that this Board, to be
really effective, should be made a purely
elective body,-the only exception being
the Attorney General-and that was the
object of this amendment.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the effect of the amendment
would be to eliminate from the Board, as
at present constituted, the Crown Solicitor
and Her Majesty's counsel. For him-
self, he thought they could not get a
better Board than was proposed to be
constituted by this section, if they, were
going to have a Barristers' Board at all.
It would be seen that the object of the
Board was to deal with the admission,
qualification, and examination of all can-
didates for admission as practitioners,
and also to inquire into charges of alleged
misconduct of practitioners. lie was
sure that a purely elective Board would
not have such weight as such a Board as
this Bill proposed to constitute, including
the two Crown Law officers and all of Her
Majesty's counsel residing in the colony.
He should not object to the amendment
suggested by one hon. member, and make
it a condition, as regards all of Her
Majesty's counsel entitled to a seat on
the Board, that they should not only be
residing in the colony , but also in prac-
tice. Nor would he object to increase
th number of elected practitioners on
the Board from three to five. But he
thought it would be a mistake to elimi-
nate from the Board those members of
the profession which this amendment
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sought to exclude. lie thought it was
very essential that we should endeavour
to put on this Board-looking at its
functions-gentlemen who, without doubt,
would have no feeling in the matters that
camne before then, or any quabns of con-
science in dealing with any charges of
misconduct that they had to investigate.
If you had a purely elective Board, the
Board would feel that it was one of their
own body that would be on his trial be-
fore them, and there might be some little
qualms of feeling or prejudice.. He, there-
fore, thought it would be much better to
have the Crown Law officers on the Board,
who would not be in daily touch with the
gentleman whose case might come before
them. The other amendments he had
referred to he was quite willing to
accept.

Mu. SOLOMON said he was glad to
hear that the Government were prepared
to accept the majority of the amendmnents
on the Notice Paper, as hie had sonic there
himself. He believed that, after the
assurance on the part of the Attorney
General, it would meet the views of the
profession generally if the hon. member
for Albany (Mr. DeHamel) would with-
draw this amendment.

MR. DxRAMEL said that the accept-
ance by the Attorney General of the
proposal to increase the number of elected
practitioners on the Board from three to
five would, to some extent, meet his
objection, though he would have preferred
his own amendment. rnder the circum-
stances, however, he had no great objec-
tion to withdrawing his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
TIRE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion.

S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, the
words " and resident," in line 2 of para-
graph (c) of sub-clause (i), be sttuck out,
and that the words " residing and prac-
tising " be inserted in lieu thereof. This
would make it necessary that Her
Majesty's counsel should not only be
residing in the colony, but also practising.

Amendment put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved that the word " three," at
the beginning of line 1 of paragraph (di)
of sub-clause (s), be struck out, and that
the word " five " be inserted in lieu there-
of. This would increase the number of
practitioners to be elected on the Board
from three to five.

Amendment put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (HOD.

S. Burt) also moved that the word " resi-
dent," in line 5 of paragraph (di) of sub-
clause (i), be struck out, and the word
"1residing " be inserted in lieu thereof.
This was a mere verbal amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
THx ATTORNEY GENERA-L (Hon.

S. Burt) moved that the word " three," in
line 3 of sub-clause (2), be struck out,
and the word " five " be inserted in lieu
thereof. This was a consequential amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERA-L (Hon.

S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
all the words after the word "1meeting,"
in line 2 of sub-clause (3), be struck out,
and that the following words be inserted
in lieu thereof,- Each member, including
the chairman, shall have one vote, and
such chairman shall, in case of an
equality of votes, have a casting vote, in
addition to his ordinary vote, and all
questions at any meeting of the Board
shall be decided by a majority of the
votes of the members present."

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 5:
Put and passed.
Clause 6: " Power to make rules:
NYRc. SOLOMON moved a verbal con-

sequential amendment, that the word
" three," in hune 2 of paragraph (a) of
sub-clause (fJ, be struck out, and the
word " five " be inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7: "1Application of moneys
received by the Board: "

MR. BUJRT moved, as an amendment,
that the words " Supreme Court," before
the word " Library," be struck out, and
that the word "1 Law" be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 8: "Board may appoint and
pay officers:

Agreed to.
Clause 9: "Conditions for the articling

of clerks:"
Ma. R. F. SHOLL moved, as an

amendmient, that paragraph (c) be struck
out. lie said the parent of a, clerk,
articled to a solicitor, was required by
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this paragraph to pay 12 guineas to the
Board, in addition to the sum paid to the
solicitor on entering into articles, besides
having to pay another 30 guineas after
being admitted to practise. The 12
guineas might be dispensed with as an
unnecessary payment to the Board.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion.
S. Burt) said the preliminary examination
involved much trouble; the fee of 12
guineas went to the funds of the Law
Library, where the student could consult
books of reference without providing them
for himself ; and this payment was reason-
ably necessary.

MR. DEI{AMEL said he preferred the
provision in the clause as it stood.

The committee divided on the amend-
ment, with the following result:

Ayes ..
Noes ..

Majority against ... 4
Ares. NOES.

Mr. Molloy Mr. Burt
Mr. Quinlan Mr. DeHamel
Mr. H. W. Sboll Sir J. Forrest
Mr. Simpson Mr. Ltoon
Mr. R. F. Sholl (Telic:). Mr. Paterson

Mr. Philips
SirSJ. G. Lee Steere
Mr. Traylen
Mr. A. Forrest (Teller).

Amendment negatived, and the clause
passed.

Clauses 10, 11, and 12:
Agreed to without comment.
Clause 13.-" Articled clerks not to be

engaged in other employment without
consent of board: "

MRt. R. F. STIOLL moved, as an
amendment, to strike out the clause. He
argued that this restriction would operate
harshly in preventing the poorer class of
clerks from earning any money by engag-
ing in employment outside of their duties
as clerks.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the clause would not pre-
vent a clerk from taking casual employ-
ment after his day's duty was done, but
would prevent him from engaging in any
regular employment apart from his proper
duties.

MR. PEHAMEL said the provision in
this clause was more liberal than that
which applied to clerks in England.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11 p.m.

rfgislatibt rDeoll£,
Tuesday, 22nd August, 1893.

Leave of absence to Ron. J. A. Wright-Real Estates
Administration Bill: first reading-New Member-
Criminal Law Appeal Bill: first reading-Public
Depositors Relief Bill: first reading-Stock Tax
Bill: third reading-Constitution Act Amendment
Bill: second reading-Adjournment.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at half-past two
o'clock P.M.

PRAYERS.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO HON.
J. A. WRIGHT.

THE HoN. J. F. T. HASSELL moved,
without notice, "1That further leave of
absence be granted to the Hon. J. A.
Wright, on account of ill health."

Question-put and passed.

REAL ESTATES ADMINISTRATION
BILL.

This Bill was introduced, and was read
a first time.

NEW MEMBER.
The Hon. H. Anstey, having been

introduced, took and subscribed the oath
as required by section 22 of the Constitu-
tion Act, 1889.

CRIMINAL LAW APPEAL BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-

lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.
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